EXTENSION ACTIVITIES FOR MINIMUS
(c) Ascanius: The Youth Classics Institute

“Minimus” is copyright Cambridge University Press
Extension Activities for Chapter 1
Introduction to Ancient Rome and Latin (connects to pgs 2-3)
Ask the students what they know about ancient Rome – what is it? Where is it located? How old is it? What were the ancient Romans like? What is Latin? 

Use a large map of the ancient Roman empire (the July 1997 map from National Geographic works well) to help students orient themselves to Rome and Italy, and to help discuss the extent of the Roman empire. Further, to help students conceptualize how long ago the ancient Romans lived, ask a student to come to the board with a piece of chalk. The student is then to draw a line about two inches long. This represents ten years. Then, encourage the student to extend the line to ten times its original length. This is one hundred years. Finally, encourage the student to extend the line representing one hundred years to twenty times its length – this represents two thousand years and is approximately how long ago the ancient Romans lived.

Roman Names and Bullas (connects to pgs 2-3)
Assigning Roman Names: Using the list of Roman names on an overhead (attachment A), have students pick their own Roman name. Explain that the Romans had three names, just like most Americans do. The names were the praenomen, nomen, and cognomen. Describe the naming ceremony (dies Lustricus).

Making Bullas: Explain to the students that ancient Roman children would have worn small lockets called bullas around their necks. The purpose of the bullas was to ward off evil spirits. Give each student an index card and a pair of scissors. Instruct the students to cut a large circle out of their index card. Using colored pencils, crayons, and markers, each student should write his Roman name on the bulla and then decorate it with pictures that represent him. For example, a student who likes to play soccer and read might draw a soccer ball and some books. When the students have finished, punch a hole in the top of the bulla. Give lengths of string to the students and have them tie the bullas around their necks.

Latin Greetings (connects to pgs 2-3)
Using the Latin greetings worksheet (attachment B), ask students in Latin what their new name is. Have them respond in Latin. Converse with the students using some of the other greetings on the sheet. Help them with pronunciation. Then, when the students feel somewhat comfortable, encourage them to converse with a partner in Latin. Have one or two teams of students come to the front of the room and put on a short skit in which they use some of the terms.

Family (connects to pgs 2-3)
Worksheets: Use the worksheets provided in the Minimus teacher’s guide to practice the Latin names for the different members of the family. Then, use the family worksheet from John Traupman’s Latin is Fun: Book I to learn additional terms.

Family Trees: Encourage the students to create family trees of their own families using white paper and markers. Students should write the name of the family member (i.e. Bob) plus the Latin term for that family member (i.e. pater). Near this text the student should draw a picture of that family member.
Latin Books about the Family: While the students are working on their family trees, read the book Quis Me Amat by Marie Bolchazy (about the family) to the students.

Another activity is to have the students to create a book about their own families, entitled “Liber De Mea Familia.” On the first page of this book, the students should write ego (which means “I”) and then draw pictures of themselves. On each successive page, they should follow the same formula with the other Latin family terms that they have learned.

Roman Writing (connects to pg 5, 23, or 37)
Clay Tablets: Obtain some mini-blackboards (can be found at craft stores) or simple picture frames (from the dollar store). Coat the indented portion of the blackboard or picture frame with a layer of clay to create a clay tablet. Cut dowels into 6 inch segments and sharpen one end in a pencil sharpener – these are your styli. Explain that when not writing on papyrus or parchment, the Romans, particularly Roman students, would have used wax tablets similar to the clay tablets the students now have.

Practice Roman Cursive: Hand out the Roman Writing sheet (attachment C) to the students. Explain that this is what ancient Roman cursive looked like. Encourage the students to practice writing the letters on their clay tablets. As students will certainly ask, explain that the ancient Romans did not use all of the letters that we do today. 

Extension Activities for Chapter 2
Nature (connects to pg 8)
Nature items worksheet: Give the students the nature items worksheet (attachment FF) and have work through it with the students, teaching the terms along the way.

Nature images & the flyswatter game: Hang the nature pictures (attachment GG) on the board. Divide the class into two teams. Give one student from each team a flyswatter. Say, “Swat the baculum!” and the students must run up to the board and swat the picture of the twig – the first student to swat the picture of the twig, turn to you and SMILE wins! Carry on through the rest of the Latin terms, giving different students a chance to swat, and keeping score!
Mini field trip: Take the students outside onto your school grounds. Lead them around and, at various places, ask them “Quid est?” (“What is it?”) and they should respond, “Arbor est” (“It’s a tree”) or with the appropriate Latin. Review colors by asking, “Quid color est?” as well. You might also ask questions such as, “Ubi est folium?” (“Where is a leaf?”) and students must point out that object to you.
Scavenger hunt: Print out the three sets of cards for this activity (attachment HH). Each set should be printed on a different color of paper. Reserve the first card of each set for the students (XXX, YYY, ZZZ). Divide the class into three teams. Give each team the first card of a differently colored set of cards (attachment HH). Instruct the teams that they are to locate or point out the appropriate nature item, bring that nature item to you to check, and then receive from you the next card in that color series. This new card will tell the new item that the team is to find. The team to find all the items first wins! 

Ursus Montem Ascendit: Read the book Ursus Montem Ascendit and Ursus Montem Ascendit II by Susan Senechal, available from the American Classical League’s Teaching Materials and Resource Center. The Ursus books are written in very simple Latin, are beautifully illustrated, and are geared towards elementary school students. 
Animals (connects to pg 10)
Stuffed Animal Petting Zoo: Create this zoo by lining up a series of stuffed animals at the front of the classroom. Distribute a card with a different animal’s name on it to each student (attachment D). One at a time, have the students go to the zoo and choose the animal that they think matches the Latin name on their card. Once all students have an animal, check and correct the answers. Make sure that each student ends up with the correct animal that matches their card.
Animals Songs: Sing both animals songs (attachment E). When an animal’s name is sung, the student holding it should hold it up in the air. 
Animals Worksheet: Complete the animals worksheet (attachment F).

Colors (works well with animals)
Colors Flashcards: Cut up different colored sheets of construction paper so that each student has a set of blank colored flashcards. Or, for a quicker method, simply hand out to the students the different colored sheets of construction paper so that each students has a set containing each color – these will serve as giant flashcards. Go through the Latin name for each color (write these names on the board), and have the students fill in the Latin name for that color on one side of the appropriate flashcard. Then, have the students quiz each other with the flashcards. 

Colors Song: Sing the colors song (attachment E).

Illustrated Latin Sentences: On sheets of white paper, using colored pencils, markers, and crayons, have students write and then illustrate a Latin sentence that uses an animal word, the verb est (is), and a color word. For example, rana est prasina.

Foods (connects to pg 11)
Shopping for Roman Foods: Divide the class into teams. Each team should have a set of cards with Latin food terms written on them (attachment G). This will serve as their shopping list. The students should then go to a table on which you have arrayed various plastic foods. In their teams, students should attempt to accurately collect all the items on their shopping list. When students have finished, check and correct their answers. You may wish to have the teams go back a time or two if many errors were made.
Foods Song: Sing the foods song (attachment E).

Make a Menu: Hand out sheets of white paper to the students. Have the students imagine that they own a restaurant or market in ancient Rome. It is their job to create a menu of their offerings. They must use all of the Latin food terms that they have learned, illustrate each food, and also include prices.

Banquet: Array various actual foods (such as cheese, olives, grape juice (wine…), bread (or crackers), and grapes) on a table. Be sure also to have paper plates, cups, napkins, and utensils. Tell the students that they are going to participate in a banquet and eat some of the foods that the ancient Roman would have eaten. However, they can only have the foods if they can say the appropriate Latin word for both the food and its color.

Scavenger Hunt: Before this activity, divide the following stuffed animals and plastic foods into three sets –


one: caseus, porcus, malum, avis, faba


two: panis, ursus, lac, simia, piscis


three: uvae, leo, canis,  bubula, feles

Print out the three sets of cards for this activity (attachment H). Each set should be printed on a different color of paper. Reserve the first card of each set for the students (caseus, panis, uvae). Hide the stuffed animals and plastic foods around your campus. With each animal or food, place the card for the next animal or food that the student is to find. For example, hidden with caseus should be the card that says porcus. With the final animal or food, hide the card that says finis.
Divide the class into three teams. Give each team the first card of a differently colored set of cards (attachment H). Instruct the teams that they are to locate the appropriate stuffed animal or plastic food, bring that food or animal to you to check, and then find the next animal based on the new card that they will find. The team to find all five items first, wins! 

Daedalus and Icarus (connects to pg 14)
Wing with a Lesson: Hand out the wing pattern (attachment I), a sheet of construction paper, scissors, feathers (buy at craft stores), and glue to the students. Instruct the students that they will be making a wing, like Daedalus and Icarus had. Students should cut out the wing from the wing pattern, then trace the wing onto the construction paper, and cut out the construction paper wing. Students should then use glue to attach feathers around their wing. Inside the wing, they should write two or three lessons that they learned from the Daedalus and Icarus myth.

Another version of the myth: While the students are working on their wings, read them a more detailed version of the myth in English, or show them the Daedalus and Icarus segment of the Jim Henson Storyteller videos.
Greek Pottery (connects to pg 13)
Gather information and images of the various types and styles of Greek pottery. Of particular importance are the following types: amphora, hydria, kylix; and the following styles: black figure, red figure. Make sure that the students see some examples of each of these types and styles.

Using terra cotta clay (Amaco’s Mexican Pottery Clay works best), construct Greek pots with the students. The students should use the coil method and should model their own pots on the Greek pots that they have seen. When the students have finished constructing the pots, they can paint them with appropriate colors and images.

Extension Activities for Chapters 3 & 4
Emotions (connects to pg 15 ( Candidus and Corinthus are in love with Pandora; and to pg 21-22)
Emotions pictures and worksheet: Print out the emotions pictures (attachment L) with the appropriate Latin terms printed on the back. Hand out the emotions worksheet (attachment N) to the students. Show the students an emotion picture, and have them guess what emotion it represents. Then, flip the paper to the other side. Practice saying the word with the students, and have them fill it in in the appropriate blank on their worksheets.

Emotions role playing game: Cut out the emotions cards (attachment O). Attach an emotions card with tape to the back of each student. Then tell the students to be totally silent – they must move around the room, looking at each other’s backs and, using only facial expressions and gestures, they must attempt to relate to the person what emotion is on that person’s back. When everyone seems to know what emotion is on their backs, have the students one by one guess the Latin term for the emotion that is on their backs.
Games (connects to pg 24)
Make knucklebones: In ancient Rome, sheep's knucklebones (tali) were used for both predicting the future and playing games. “Knucklebones” was a popular game for all types of people, and playing the game was even depicted in paintings. Soldiers in the legions played it. Using the knucklebones instructions and sample knucklebones pictures (attachment P) have students make knucklebones. 

Play a knucklebones game: Played by tossing up a ball and trying to pick up as many bones as you can before having to catch the ball in the other hand.  You can also try variations of this by tossing the ball and picking up one bone and then catching the ball in the same hand as the bone.  Then toss the ball, pick up two bones, and catch the ball.  Try doing this and increasing the number of bones to pick up.  When the person misses, it becomes the next player's turn.

Play another knucklebones game: Each player has five bones. Throw the bones in the air and catch them on the back of your hand. Each player takes a turn and the winner is the one with the highest score (most knucklebones caught).

Try another knucklebones game: Inscribe the Roman numerals I, III, IV, and VI into the four sides of the knucklebones. Have each student drop his four knucklebones from a moderate height onto a table – the student with the highest total value wins! Or try the lowest – experiment!
Echo & Narcissus (connects to pg 25)
Read the myth in very simple Latin: Read the illustrated myth in simple Latin in the Cambridge University Press book Learning Latin Through Mythology.

Extension Activities for Chapter 5
Art (connects to pg 31)
Art images and worksheet: Show students images of ancient Roman art such as frescoes, mosaics, sculptures, coins, and bas reliefs. Visit: for a good introduction to Roman art (including pictures). The site is geared towards elementary school students. Then, have the students complete the Roman art worksheet (attachment Y).

Frescoes: Pour wet plaster (Pottery plaster #1, essentially gypsum, works best) into plastic plates and allow it to dry. Then have students paint on the wet plaster to create a fresco. It may be advisable to have students draw (on white paper, using markers) their design before they actually paint on the plaster. This could be done while the plaster is drying.

Mosaics: Have students create mosaics. Possibilities for non-edible mosaics: dried beans, cut up paper, or foam squares (available from Oriental Trading Company – www.orientaltrading.com) glued to paper. Possibilities for edible mosaics: M&M’s, jujubes, jelly beans, Fruit Loops, Fruity Pebbles, glued (using vanilla frosting) to a base of graham crackers stuck together with frosting.

Extension Activities for Chapter 6
Coins (connects to pg 33)
If you were an ancient Roman... purchasing power simulation: In order to help the students to understand the purchasing power of ancient Roman money, students can undertake a simulation. Hand out the Wages & Food Costs in Ancient Rome worksheet and Coins Simulation worksheet (attachment DD). Using the Wages & Food Costs worksheet, the students should complete the Coins Simulation worksheet.

Cleaning of coins: Obtain some inexpensive uncleaned ancient Roman coins, perhaps from Ebay or from the Ancient Coins for Education Project (www.bitsofhistory.net/ace). The Ancient Coins for Education website has a multitude of resources concerning using ancient coins in the classroom. The students will need to clean the coins in order to see the images and text on them better. To clean the coin, put either olive oil or palmolive on a toothbrush and rub the toothbrush head gently on the surface of the coin. Make sure the students do not rub too hard or they will scrape the images and text right off. Coin cleaning takes time – it might take several hours over a period of several class sessions before the coins becomes clean enough.
Numbers (works well with coins)
Numbers matching: Arrange the numbers cards (attachment AA) randomly on the chalk board. 


Invite students to come up to the board and try to correctly match the English numbers with their Latin equivalents (“one” should be directly across from “unus,” etc). Having each volunteer match only one set of numbers will give at least ten students the opportunity to try. Correct any errors. 

Numbers song: Pass out numbers song sheet (attachment E) and sing the song with the students. Students should hold up the appropriate number of fingers when singing the song.

Rock, paper, scissors: Play a modified version of “Rock, Paper Scissors.” Split the class into teams of two. Each person on each team says, “Unus, duo, tres,” and then shows a certain number of fingers from one hand only. The first team member looks at the number of fingers that he has held up (for example, two fingers), and then at the number of fingers that his partner has held up (for example, five fingers). The student who says the Latin names for both numbers the quickest and most accurately. Another way to win would be for the first person who says the SUM (or the DIFFERENCE) of the two numbers in Latin first.

Numbers book: Hand out the numbers book template (attachment CC), scissors, and markers. Students should first cut out the book template. Then, instruct the students that they are to make a book of numbers. The title of their book will be “Numeri Romani.” On each page, the students will find the Latin word for the number (for example, quinque) and should draw that number of objects on the page (for example, five cows). Encourage the students to use color. Make colored macaroni or perhaps die-cut foams in various shapes an option for the students, particularly those that are poor artists. The students can glue the macaroni or foams on the pages (for example, five

pieces of macaroni or foam on the quinque page).

Roman Roads (connects to pg 34)
Make a Roman road: Have the various road materials available (sand, small pebbles, large pebbles, large flat stones) for the students. Instruct them to build their own road either in the way that the Romans would have done (sand on the bottom, topped with large pebbles, topped with small pebbles, topped with large flat stones) or in their own way. Discuss the pros and cons of each construction method. Some things they may wish to note in particular: the road would have been raised slightly in the middle and would have sloped down at both sides, so that water could run off. Also, there would have been stepping stones across the road. Why – so that people could walk across the road without stepping in the animal and human droppings, as well as mud, that would have caked the road surface. 

Make a candy Roman road: You may also wish to create a Roman road using candy and other foods. Students can create this candy road in clear plastic tupperware containers.


- use strawberry (for color contrast) Nestle Quik or pink lemonade mix for the sand


- use crushed Kit Kat or granola cereal for the small pebbles


- use butterscotch chips or minimarshmallows for the larger pebbles


- use Hersheys Minis or rectangular cookies (can be broken) for the paving slabs


- use York Peppermint Patties for the stepping stones (used to cross the road)


- use Nestle Raisinets for the horse droppings

Classroom Items (connects to pg 35, the wax tablet and stylus)
Classroom items worksheet: Have labeled the classroom using the classroom items labels (attachment Q) before class starts. Give the students the classroom items worksheet (attachment R) and have them walk around the class in teams filling in the worksheet based on the labels that you have hung up.

Classroom items labelling: Now remove all of your labels. Divide the students into groups. Give each group of students an identical (though differently colored) set of classroom items labels (attachment Q). Have the teams label the classroom. There are possibilities for competition – first, the team to accurately label the classroom items in the least amount of time could win, or, second, the team with the most items labelled accurately in a specified amount of time could win.

Classroom items flyswatter: Hang the classroom items pictures (attachment S) on the board. Divide the class into two teams. Give one student from each team a flyswatter. Say, “Swat the mensa!” and the students must run up to the board and swat the picture of the desk – the first student to swat the picture of the desk, turn to you and SMILE wins! Carry on through the rest of the Latin terms, giving different students a chance to swat, and keeping score!
Ursus in Schola: Read the book Ursus in Schola by Susan Senechal, available from the American Classical League’s Teaching Materials and Resource Center. The Ursus books are written in very simple Latin, are beautifully illustrated, and are geared towards elementary school students. The Ursus in Schola book also includes an opportunity for students to complete portions of the book on their own.
Geography (connects to pg 38)
Teach a lesson on Italian geography: Make copies of an outline map of Italy 

(see http://iam.classics.unc.edu/map/map_room.html) and give them to the students. Have one on the overhead as well. Teach the students about the major aspects of Italian geography, including the location of the city of Rome, Mt. Vesuvius and Mt. Etna, the Alps and Appennines Mountains, and the Po, Tiber, and Rubicon Rivers.

Make and decorate an edible Italy: Purchase a cookie cutter in the shape of Italy (see http://www.coppergifts.com). Prior to the lesson, bake sugar cookies, one for each student, in the shape of Italy. Or, have the students assist you with the baking using a toaster oven in your classroom. Either way, have the students decorate the cookies using the following:


- vanilla frosting


- a junior mint to mark the location of Rome


- Hershey’s Kisses or Sno-Caps to mark the location of Mt. Vesuvius


- chocolate chips to mark the location of the Alps and Appennine Mountain ranges


- blue cake gel to trace the location of the Tiber, Po, and Rubicon Rivers


- green sprinkles for greenery

Teach a lesson on the geography of the Roman Empire: Make copies of an outline map of the Roman Empire (see http://iam.classics.unc.edu/map/map_room.html) and give them to the students. Have one on the overhead as well. Teach the students whichever provinces of the ancient Roman Empire that you prefer.

Roman Risk: Create and play a game of Roman Risk similar to the one published in Activitates Pro Liberis Volume III from the Augusta County Institute for Classical Studies (www.acics.net).
Make and label the Roman Empire using felt: Purchase a large sheet of felt. This will be the background for a giant map of the Roman Empire. Assign each student or group of students to construct a province or several provinces using colored felt. The students should refer to maps of the Roman Empire to help them to get the boundaries of the provinces right. The students should then label the names of the provinces, and hot-glue them to the large felt sheet in the general shape of the Roman Empire. Display the map for all to see!

Actaeon & Diana (connects to pg 39)
Read the myth in very simple Latin: Read the illustrated myth in simple Latin in the Cambridge University Press book Learning Latin Through Mythology.

Mythology stories (connects to pg 39)
Compose and illustrate a myth: Have the students compose and illustrate their own myths based on the principles of myth that they have discovered so far. Share the myths!

Extension Activities for Chapter 7
Commands (connects to pgs 40-41)
Chant the commands chant: Use the commands chant (attachment E) to to review and teach new Latin commands to the students.

Make an Illustrated Vocabulary List: Use the Illustrated Vocabulary List template (attachment T) to review and help students to visualize the new commands vocabulary. In one column, students should draw a picture of the vocabulary word, and in the next column, the students should write the Latin word (no English anywhere!) that the picture represents.

Simo Dicit: Play the Simo Dicit game referred to on page 41 of Minimus, but incorporate body parts review. (“Tange nasum,” etc).

Army (connects to pgs 40-44)
Video clips: Show clips from movies such as Gladiator to help students visualize what ancient Roman soldiers would have looked like and what activities they might have taken part in. Also, PBS produced an excellent video about a group of modern day citizens who lived the life of Roman soldiers for several weeks. The video is called ____ and is available from: 

Label a Roman soldier: Before class, either create an overhead of the Roman Soldier worksheet (attachment U) to project, or use the copy machine to blow up the soldier to a larger size. Then have the students assist you in labelling the soldier with the Roman Soldier labelling cards (attachment V). When they have finished, hand out the Roman Soldier worksheet to the students to complete for review. 
Shields: Cut white posterboard in half and give the pieces to the students. The students can decorate these “shields” in a style reminiscent of the Roman Army, or they may create their own designs. For a more sturdy shield, use large pieces of cardboard. Staple a strip of posterboard or cardboard to the reverse of the shield to allow a hand-hold.

Grammar Review (connects to pgs 40-44)
Sentence pattern cards: Now that we are a bit more than half-way through the text, try some kinesthetic grammar practice and review of animal, family, and verb terms. Hang the sentence pattern cards (attachment W) on the board in three columns – one of subjects, one of verbs, and one of objects. Have students come up to the board and choose one word from each column to create a sentence. Then the student can use colored chalk or whiteboard markers to illustrate the sentence.

The Odyssey (connects to pgs 40-44)
Make a diorama: Have students bring in shoeboxes and use construction paper, markers, glue, and other decorative items to construct a diorama illustrating a scene or series of scenes from the Odyssey.

Wishbone: Show the students the Wishbone version of the Odyssey.
Extension Activities for Chapter 8
Baths (connects to pgs 46-48)
Baths images & worksheet: Show students various pictures of Roman baths, including of the most important rooms (frigidarium = cold room; tepidarium = warm room; caldarium = hot room; apodyterium = changing room). Then, have the students complete the baths worksheet (attachment WW).

Baths video and virtual tour: A great video about the Roman baths was produced by the PBS Nova program. Visit:  Also, Altair 4 Multimedia has produced an excellent computer program that is a virtual tour of Rome. One of the sites that can be virtually visited is the Baths of Caracalla. Visit: for purchase details or for a sample. 

Body Parts (connects to pg 50, 73 ( relate to votive offerings of body parts)
Body parts chant: Chant the body parts chant (attachment E). 

Joe Body Parts: Using the photocopier, enlarge the body parts of Joe Body Parts (attachment J). Attach magnets or another adhesive material to the reverse of each body part. Spread the body parts randomly on the blackboard. Invite several students to come to the front of the room and assemble Joe Body Parts properly. Then, hand out the 8 ½ x 11 Joe Body Parts sheets to the students. Have them cut out the various body parts and assemble Joe Body Parts.

Worksheet: Complete the body parts worksheet (attachment K). 

Tracing body parts: Divide the class into teams of two. Give each team a length of bulletin board paper that is approximately 5 feet long. One student will be the tracer, and one will be the tracee. Have the tracee lie down on the ground upon the bulletin board paper, and have the tracer trace around that student’s body with a marker. Then, as a team, the students should polish up the drawing and label all of the body parts in Latin.

Ursus Amicum Facit: Read the book Ursus Amicum Facit by Susan Senechal, available from the American Classical League’s Teaching Materials and Resource Center. The Ursus books are written in very simple Latin, are beautifully illustrated, and are geared towards elementary school students.
Drama (connects to pgs 40-44)
Make masks: Show the students some images of ancient Greco-Roman masks. Then, give each student a paper plate. Students should use construction paper, markers, scissors, glue, pompons, pipe cleaners, and other decorative items to create a mask. This mask could represent a certain emotion or animal (such as the ancient Greco-Roman masks). Or, the mask could represent a character from a short play that the students will perform. 

Perform a short play: Choose a story from Greco-Roman mythology and have the students assist you in composing a play about it. Or, purchase the book _____, suitable for grades 4-8, and use one of the pre-written plays. Then, have students create masks (see above) to represent the various characters in the play. Perform the play.  

Grammar Review
Story starters: Now that we have learned some more grammar and vocabulary, it’s time for some more kinesthetic grammar practice and review. Laminate the various Story Starter sheets (attachment X) and hand a different one to each student. Have the students read the Latin sentence at the bottom of the Story Starter and then illustrate, using colored whiteboard markers, the sentence. After a set amount of time, have the students wipe their Story Starters clean with whiteboard erasers, tissues, or socks, and trade with another student. 

Extension Activities for Chapter 10
Clothing (connects to pgs 59-60)
Clothing images and worksheet: Show students images of ancient Roman clothing. Visit: for a good introduction to Roman clothing (including pictures). Then, have the students complete the Roman clothing worksheet (attachment Z).
Make Roman clothing: To make tunicae, have students bring king-sized pillowcases from home. Have each student cut a hole in the top (closed end) of the pillowcase for the head. Have students cut a hole on each side edge at the top end of the pillowcase (for the arms). Then, provide the students with thick yarn or cord to tie around their waists like belts. Place the tunic and belt aside. Then give the students a 1-inch thick strip of green poster board, cut long ways. The students will cut small slits along the poster board and place the stems of plastic ivy leaves through, taping leaves on the side that will rest against the head. Assist the students in stapling their headpieces to fit around the tops of their heads.

Extension Activities for Chapter 11
Oil Lamps (connects to pg 67)

show oil lamp samples (pictures and real); 


make oil lamps


sample oil lamps page (attachment II)

example oil lamps

terra cotta clay


olive oil


wicks
Pyramus and Thisbe (connects to pg 69)

Write own Pyramus and Thisbe tale from the lioness’ point of view


(students dictate to teacher, who writes story on board… story is then 



illustrated - each group illustrates a part - and combined to form a book)



white paper



markers



construction paper
Extension Activities for Chapter 12

Body Parts (connects to pg 50, 73 ( relate to votive offerings of body parts)
Body parts chant: Chant the body parts chant (attachment E). 

Joe Body Parts: Using the photocopier, enlarge the body parts of Joe Body Parts (attachment J). Attach magnets or another adhesive material to the reverse of each body part. Spread the body parts randomly on the blackboard. Invite several students to come to the front of the room and assemble Joe Body Parts properly. Then, hand out the 8 ½ x 11 Joe Body Parts sheets to the students. Have them cut out the various body parts and assemble Joe Body Parts.

Worksheet: Complete the body parts worksheet (attachment K). 

Tracing body parts: Divide the class into teams of two. Give each team a length of bulletin board paper that is approximately 5 feet long. One student will be the tracer, and one will be the tracee. Have the tracee lie down on the ground upon the bulletin board paper, and have the tracer trace around that student’s body with a marker. Then, as a team, the students should polish up the drawing and label all of the body parts in Latin.

Ursus Amicum Facit: Read the book Ursus Amicum Facit by Susan Senechal, available from the American Classical League’s Teaching Materials and Resource Center. The Ursus books are written in very simple Latin, are beautifully illustrated, and are geared towards elementary school students.
Votive Offerings (connects to pg 73)
Make votive offerings from clay


pictures of votive offerings (attachment JJ)

grey clay


clay shaping tools
Gods & Goddesses (connects to pg 74)
Deities PowerPoint; fill in deities chart while viewing PowerPoint


deities chart (attachment KK)

deities PowerPoint (attachment LL)
Mars through music; also draw what they hear


Holst CD


white paper


markers

Make a paper bag puppet of your favorite god or goddess


paper lunch bags


markers


construction paper


other decorative items

Make a Wanter Poster for a god or goddess


paper grocery bags


scissors


markers
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